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Paris. May 28, 2008 — Context, the network of scholars who lead critically-acclaimed 
walking tours in several European cities and now New York, offers a wide diversity of 
cultural seminars for the intellectually curious and responsible traveller. Canadian scholars 
increasingly play a significant role in the network.  
 
“The docents who lead our walks are scholars from around the world,” notes Context Paris 
manager Jeremy Wolf. “And Canadian art historians, architects, and culinary professionals 
are key members of the group, especially here in Paris.” 
 
Context’s three-hour walks of museums, archaeological sites, and other monuments are 
complemented by thematic explorations of the city, including such unusual experiences as 
retracing Dante’s steps through Florence, studying the ecology of Venice, or hiking along the 
paths of Monti Lattari on the Amalfi Coast. Culinary traditions are equally appreciated in 
such seminars as pizza making workshops in Naples or market walks in Paris. 
 
Travellers to New York City could be led through the Metropolitan Museum of by Montreal 
native and specialist in 19th century sculpture Ariel Plotek, PhD. Another Montrealer, poet 
and writer Lisa Pasold, leads specialized walks of literary Paris, while artist and 
Peterborough (ON) native Lily Heiss leads the popular City of Light by Night walk (also in 
Paris).  
 
Medieval history comes alive on visits of Gothic Paris, the Saint Denis Basilica, and the awe-
inspiring Cathedral of Chartres led by Newfoundlander Elaine Polley who, after living in 
England for many years, moved to Paris to finish her dissertation on Arthurian legends.   
  
For those who want to learn more about the culinary traditions of Paris, Rosa Jackson, chef 
and food-writer from Alberta, shares her passion with visitors on her delicious chocolate 
walk of the Left Bank. 

Other Canadian docents lead walks in Italy. In Venice, for example, Kingston native Allison 
Sherman takes visitors through the quiet, distinctive Castello neighborhood. A Queens 
alumnus, Sherman is currently working on her Ph.D. at the University of St. Andrews in 
Scotland.    



 

 

While in Rome, travellers can delve into the impressive art collections at the Vatican 
museums and the Galleria Borghese with Toronto native Karen Lloyd, specialist in 17th 

Century Roman art and society, or re-live the rise and fall of antique Rome with writer and 
urban historian Anthony Majanlahti from Montreal. His best selling book, “the Families 
Who Made Rome” serves as a base for a series of specialized walks in the “Out of Context” 
lecture series, designed for people with a true desire to understand their travel destination. 

Other than its unique approach to leading tours, Context has sets itself apart from traditional 
tour operators through its promotion of sustainable tourism. Context founder and National 
Geographic Geotourism Program Panelist Paul Bennett defines sustainable tourism “as 
treading lightly on the places where we operate...so that we can protect the places we love 
while enhancing the experience of the people we serve.” 

More specifically, Context organizes the majority of its seminars as walks in the city, 
encourages its clients to use public transportation, and participates in a carbon-offset 
program. They cap their walks at six people maximum and intentionally bring their clients to 
less-touristy sites where they can more deeply appreciate the cultural heritage of the city. 
 
Context also donates a portion of its profits coupled with client donations to the Context 
Foundation for Sustainable Travel, which promotes cultural preservation initiatives in each of 
its operating cities. (www.contextfoundation.org) 
 
Founded by National Geographic writer Paul Bennett and interactive designer Lani 
Bevacqua, Context is a network of English-speaking scholars and professionalsÑ including 
art historians, writers, architects, and gastronomesÑ who organize and lead didactic walking 
seminars across seven cities: Rome, Naples, Florence, Venice, Paris and (now) London and 
New York. In May 2007, Travel + Leisure named Context one of the top European tour 
companies for its innovative approach to travel and the depth of its programs. To learn more 
about Context visit its website at: www.contexttravel.com 
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