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the experience of place

SCHOLARS OFFER WALKING TOURS
FOR CHILDREN
(AND THEIR LUCKY PARENTS)

Context Florence launches a robust kid-friendly program, allowing
families to explore the past and present in Florence and Tuscany.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Paul Benndt, +1 888-467-1986 +1 267-226-7820,0r paul@contexttravel.com

Florence. Augug 19, 2008 Drawing onits nework of over thirty scholars and specialists
ontheground anditstrack record of designing engaging learning experiences for travelers
in cities throughoutEuropeand America, Context announes the expangon of its
acclaimed Family Program to Florence.

The program features 2- and 3-hourwalking tours of Florence lead by scholarsin art
history, history, and other disciplines who have been specialy trained to work with
children and make the monurrents and artistic heritage of Florence come alive for them.

QWith heavy crowds longlines, and an overabundance of artistic masterpieces, Florence
can bedaunting for parents who want to get thar kidsexcited aboutart and the
Renaissance,Osays Megan McDonnel, Context city manager in Florence. (50 we are
organizing our Family Program here to search outthe quieter corners of thecity andto
create interactive, innovdive ways to engagekids Theresults, so far, are fantastic.O

Theinfluential parenting magazine Cookie recently praised Context® family walks, calling
the organization® doaents Gharismatic guide(s) who can bring the sites to life with
stories.O

Theorganization@walks in Florence feature amix of city overviews and in-depth art- and
history-themed walking tours. Symbols and Legends of Florence is an interactive treasure
huntin which families search for such traditional symbols of Florence as the lily and the
Medici “balls” as they explore the city’s history and architecture. Renaissance Life for
Families, a more in-depth walk, focuses on the everyday life of families living during the
Renaissance, paying special attention to home life in a visit to the Palazzo Davanzati, a 15"
century residence. In Arte Firenze for Families children and their parents explore the



Uffizi Gallery with one of Context’s art historians. Further afield, in Siena, the Palio-Siena
traces the history of Siena, using the city’s age-old Palio horse race as a thread.

Context’s family walks are led by docents from the Context scholars network who have
experience in the educational departments of museums and who have been trained in VTS
(Visual Thinking Strategies), a cutting-edge approach to teaching children how to think
critically about art. Walks often include didactic techniques such as flashcards, treasure
hunts, or drawing exercises.

Founded by National Geographic writer Paul Bennett and designer Lani Bevacqua, Context
is a network of English-speaking scholars and professionals—including art historians,
writers, architects, and gastronomes— who organize and lead didactic walking seminars
across seven cities: Rome, Florence, Naples, Venice, Paris, London, and New York. In
May 2006, Travel + Leisure named Context one of the top European tour companies for its
innovative approach to travel and the depth of its programs. A leader in sustainable
tourism, learn more about Context by visiting its website at: www.contexttravel.com



